[The pharmaco-economics of the treatment of arterial hypertension: data and controversies].
The cost benefit ratio of antihypertensive therapy motivated many researches and discussions these last years. The treatment of this very frequent and chronic abnormality is of importance in this time of shortage of money available for health care. Its cost benefit ratio appears to decrease with age and the severity of hypertension: but these calculations rest on several hypotheses, that need scientific demonstrations by prospective data retrieval.